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324 THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

In spite of certain possible criticisms of detail, however, Dr. Bradford's 
work, which displays throughout most painstaking industry in the col- 
lection of materials from widely scattered sources, stand as the most 
valuable compendium of information on the progress of commission 
government down to the close of the year 1911. 

Frank G. Bates. 

The Records of the Federal Convention of 1787. Edited by Max 
Farrand. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1911. 3 vols. 
Pp. xxv, 606, 667, 685.) 

In these volumes all the contemporaneous accounts of the Federal 
Constitutional Convention are presented with such ingenuity and sim- 
plicity that the editor is entitled to the enthusiastic thanks of all persons 
who wish to ascertain in the most authoritative way what was done by 
each member of the Convention and what were the steps in the develop- 
ment of each clause of the Constitution. The first two volumes present 
day by day the independent records — the official, Madison's, Yate's 
King's and the other fragments. Every one who has worked with the 
official Journal or with Madison's Debates knows that the textual diffi- 
culties are embarassing; but in these volumes these difficulties are 
largely solved, either by annotation or otherwise. The first two volumes 
are devoted to texts and to textual criticism. The third volume gives, 
in addition to the Virginia plan, the Pinckney plan, the New Jersey plan 
and the Hamilton plan, many extracts commenting on the proceedings of 
the Convention and on the members; and as these extracts number more 
than four hundred and are usually the work of contemporaries, the 
editor has performed a useful service by collecting them. The indexes, 
with which the third volume concludes, are also worthy of praise, for 
they make it peculiarly easy to trace the facts as to each clause and also 
other facts of consequence. Indeed, from beginning to end, these 
volumes show shrewd appreciation of an investigator's needs, and con- 
scientious care in performance. For cultivating the field covered by 
these volumes it is almost impossible to imagine better tools. 

Eugene Wambatjgh. 



